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Adjective usage in color communication for design: Gender and age differences with emerging vocabulary
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Abstract  This study investigates the use of adjectives in color-related expressions within design communication, focusing on variations by gender
and age. A web-based survey was conducted with 13 participants (male and female, aged 20s to 50s), who rated the frequency of 50 adjectives from
the Color Image Scale on a five-point scale. Non-parametric analyses were applied: the Kruskal-Wallis test indicated no significant differences among
age groups, whereas the Mann-Whitney U test revealed significant gender differences for “meticulous,” “elegant,” and “luxurious” (p < 0.05). Pos-
itive adjectives such as “fun,” “refreshing,” and “luxurious” were most frequently used, consistent with previous findings. Open-ended responses
introduced new expressions such as “vivid,” “emo,” “cute,” and “cool,” reflecting contemporary linguistic trends in color perception and digital
media. These findings suggest that while traditional descriptive structures remain stable, emerging vocabularies capture modern sensibilities, high-

lighting the increasing linguistic diversity in color communication within contemporary design.
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