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In recent years design thinking has gained legitimacy and popularity as a process for developing design and business to solve
problems. Design thinking typically shares a couple of basic principles: namely human-centered, empathizing, prototyping, and
= testing. Design thinking has proven itself valuable in fostering creative culture; all the while, it has also been vastly
misinterpreted and evangelized as a quick-fix solution that anyone can apply to a so-called wicked problem. Its ability to
instantly enable anyone to solve problems creatively as advertised is dismissed. We investigate design thinking throughout the
course while leaving space to critically reconsider and improve its principles.
This course aims to simultaneously enrich and question students' understanding of the creative process of design. We study,
review, criticize, perform, and modify design thinking throughout the course. The advocates intended design thinking as an
B - 30 anti-designerly way of designing. This course aims to educate designers and non-designers altogether. As we re-think design
thinking, we certainly do not take design thinking as a norm: we rather stay neutral on the subject by covering both sides of the
story.
BIES We welcome non-designer students. The slide deck is mainly in English, but you are not required to submit your assignments
(FBIE#RMD_LEBR. | in English. The lecture itself and communications are done mainly in Japanese. You must be able to learn by yourselves, since
B3Rk DEIHRA| the ho
%)
HUREER
Being able to modify design thinking to their design process that fits their way of thinking in general
|3 5
HESR REmeon
Understanding what design thinking is; why and how it is criticized.
2 OlFEMZERY - BER
XY TEEY —
Though it is advisable for students to join the classes in real-time, you
FERERZ AR ATy ORE O may take the classes via on-demand videos. Note that some
(EH—F (3B homeworks must be done before the beginning of certain classes.
NS END) Some classes requires real-time attendance in order for students to
SREERER o present their assignments. Such classes are initially scheduled on #6,
#9, and #15, and may be changed in accordance with the progress of
the lecture.
s This class requires heavy effort on the assighments. For the majority of the classes (initially scheduled #3, #4, #7, #8, #10, #11,
#12, #13, and #14), students are to perform literature reviews and present the literature to everyone. The literature may b
Following an introductory class (#1), three classes are dedicated to learning (#2-3) and criticizing (#4) design thinking. You
BEDEDH then briefly perform a simplified version of design thinking (#5) and present your effort (#6). In the following three classes we
(DIL—TT—27| exemplify the limits and the challenges design thinking is currently facing (#7-8) and then discuss how one may define good and
FARIRE. ESDF5| bad designs (#9). We spend the rest of the classes investigating design thinking beyond its current state (#10-14). In the last
DFFE) class, students present their point of view (#15). The points for each homeworks are, if available, indicated in the parentheses

().
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Introduction. Introduction to the course, what this course is and what it is not. Students
considering taking this course are then given the permission to edit a shared Google Drive
folder that contains Google Slides files that they are supposed to submi

v\

20

Basics of design thinking (1 of 2). Step by step, general introduction to design thinking.

v\

%300

Basics of design thinking (2 of 2). A bit more specific details on each steps. Homework: literature
review regarding #2 and #3 (10 points).

v\

% 4E

We investigate current criticisms on design thinking; how it is advertised; how it is harmful;
what it actually can achieve; what it hasn't been able to. Homework: literature review on
criticisms (5 points).

Y

%5

Practice design thinking. You find a daily annoyance, empathize on yourself about the problem,
define what the actionable problem is, and then ideate on the solutions. The procedures are
based on a slide, and you fill in the blanks to process your pain in

Y

% e6M

Present your prototype, followed by the feedbacks on it. Homework: evaluate and give critique
on the other students' works (5 points).

Y

g7

Human-centered design and design thinking. Basics of HCD and the relationships with modern
marketing are discussed. Usability, sustainability, and other ethical cores of design thinking are
introduced. Homework: literature review (5 points).

Y

8@

Extended HCD, but not too extended. Abuse of questionable HCD, issues on addictive designs,
and contradicting ethics and demands other than human-centeredness are introduced.
Homework: what defines good design, and what should not (10 points, deadline: th

Y

oM

Extended HCD (cont'd). If time permits, we hold an open discussion session on the conflicting
standpoints between students. Students' point of view on what 'good' design and 'bad' design
should be defined with, and which 'goodness' should supersede anothe

Y

55 10 [@]

Personality. | argue that design thinking requires a certain set of personal traits. Findings from
personality psychology and their relationships to design thinking are discussed. Homework:
evaluate your personalities, and literature review (5 points).

Y

£ 11 [0

Next-gen design thinking. Design thinking lookalikes are introduced. How they have evolved,
and their differences. Since the popularization of design thinking, a handful of alternatives and
refinements are proposed. Design thinking as a quasi-scientific m

Y

£ 12E]

Designs worth dying for. The basic ideas of memetics and cultural evolution are introduced.
The lecturer's design-centered point of view, i.e., humans as a resource to the designs to
replicate themselves, is introduced. Design thinking as a conspicuous di

Y

£ 13 [0

Hype. The difference between classical design and design thinking is discussed. How design
theories evolved is shown. Hype spiral of buzzwords, technologies and their lifecycles are
discussed. Homework: plot buzzwords, research trends, and innovations in

v\

25 14 [0

Computational design. How design thinking may get obsolete in the future is discussed.
Statistical ways of improving and testing designs and generative methods by machine learning
are introduced. How they are outperforming the existing human designers is

v\

g5 15[

Design rethinking. With the classes, students would have constructed the knowledge on design
thinking, and then destructed by criticizing them from various perspectives. Now is the turn to
reconstruct and to improve it and modify so that it fits their poi

v\

UBR

There is no exams.

BE T

Homeworks (75 points in total) and the major presentation (25 points in total).

BHE - B4

Lecture slide deck is available as a Google Slides slide deck. References available online are linked directly from it. Students are

strongly advised to check these out after the class.

W
U
X
I

Miller, G. (2009) Spent: Sex, Evolution, and Consumer Behavior. Viking Adult
Hustwit G. (2009) Objectified. (Video documentary), Swiss Dots Production
Brown, T. (2009) Change by Design. Harper Business

Maeda, J. (2018) Design in Tech Report
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